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This is an extremely lively, useful and informative 
forum for all parties. Tackling thorny issues like 2 year 
entitlement, deletion of travelling children from the 
school roll, GRT history and culture in the classroom, 
200 half day attendances rule, how the Pupil Premium 
is being used etc.

It was originally led by Lord Avebury, but due to health 
constraints it is now in the more than capable hands of 
Baroness Whitaker. Our sincere thanks to both; we are 
very lucky to have them. We would like to send  a special 
thank you to Lord Avebury, for the “half a century “that 
he has dedicated to assisting Gypsy people and we look 
forward to working with Baroness Janet Whitaker from  
all at NFGLG.

Gypsy, Roma and Traveller Education Stakeholder Group

Overview

Well yet again, we have had another very active year. 
Adrian Jones our Community Development worker 
continues his good work with the NFGLG, preparing 
funding bids and  meeting with funders Adrian is currently 
working with two groups: the Clearwater Gypsies and the 
Society for the Promotion and Advancement of Romany 
Culture (SPARC) with regard to the specific  heritage  
project work  He is also in contact with the Roma 
community in East London and the Sussex Traveller 
Action Group – further work with all  network groups is 
scheduled to take place in 2013.  Adrian’s full report of 
our Sharing Good Practice  event in Birmingham will be 
posted on the website.

Concentrating on our heritage we are pleased to 
announce that we have been successful in our bid for 
funding for a part-time Heritage officer, and would 
like to give our grateful thanks to the Esmée Fairbairn 
Foundation for graciously granting us the money to fill 
the post over two years.

Part of our aim this year was to get all the up and running 
heritage projects around the country in one accessible 
place. The Patrin UK website that both DGLG and LGLG 
have worked on in conjunction with the Monitoring 
Group will be ideal for this use. 

In August 2012 we were very pleased to receive funding 
to keep Roger Yarwood [previously planning officer at 
Derbyshire Gypsy Liaison Group]. Roger is commenting 
on local and borough plans for the East and West 
Midlands and will also draft responses to national 
planning policy documents. 

In the New Year he will be looking at the proposed 
changes of the Temporary Stop Notice, due in by 13th 
February 2013 and Review of planning Guidance. Roger 
has carried on the work with little interruption we are 
very grateful for the funding from Tudor Trust to fund 
this very important post.

We would like to take this time to thank our volunteers 
who have worked so hard this year [trustees and 
committee members included] arranging and taking part 
in the major two day event in Birmingham.

In November 2011 we were invited by Janet Keet -Black 
from the Romany & Traveller Family History Society 
(RTFHS) to join them in London on Remembrance Sunday 
to lay a wreath in honour of Romany and Traveller 
people who have laid down their lives, alongside their 
compatriots, in armed conflicts, from the First World War 
to the present day.

Our host office celebrates its 25th silver jubilee next year 
and we continue to work in partnership with many, it is 
the only way forward.

Co Directors Peter Mercer MBE &  Muzelley 
McCready  

Lord Avebury
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I am currently working with groups in the regions: the 
Clearwater Gypsies and the Society for the Promotion 
and Advancement of Romany Culture (SPARC) in 
particular  Additionally initial meetings have been held 
with the Roma community in East London and the 
Sussex Traveller Action Group – further work with both 
groups is scheduled to take place in 2013 as we obtain a 
wider remit.

Nationally our bid for Heritage Lottery Funding for a 
project entitled “A Gypsy’s Tale” (looking at “traditional” 
occupations and roles) was not successful. However, 
following a meeting between Tom McCready, myself 
and HLF staff we have been invited to resubmit the 
application and are currently waiting for HLF’s comments 
on our draft revised application. We have also made an 
initial pre-application to HLF with regard to their “Skills 
for the future” programme (which supports work-based 
training in a range of heritage skills) – we are waiting to 
hear back from HLF regarding this.

In the regions, working with the Clearwater Gypsies we 
have been able to secure the following funding:

• £9,700 from the Heritage Lottery fund for “Parallel 
Lives”, which looks at the history of the Gypsy 
communities in the Southampton area – this ended  
on 30th June 2012. The project produced a DVD and 
accompanying booklet which was launched in July 
2012 and was the featured project in the Heritage 
Lottery Fund South East’s e-bulletin. This DVD is 
available as streamed individual interviews on the 
Clearwater Gypsies’ website

We have also submitted a further bid to the Heritage 
Lottery Fund (for £14,500) for a project looking at the 
history of Gypsy communities in the Worthing area – 
this follows extensive discussions with HLF staff. We have 
recently been informed that our bid has been successful 
and work on this project will start in January 2013.

I am carrying out the following work with SPARC:
• Following a bid we prepared with them SPARC have 

received £47,800 from the Heritage Lottery Fund 
(along with £5,000 from Durham County Council) 
for a 2 year project entitled “The last acceptable 
form of racism? - raising awareness of Gypsy culture 
and history”.

• I am also supporting SPARC on a Ministry of Justice 
Victim and Witness General Fund- supported project. 
This 3 year project (with total funding of £89,696) 
entails the Planning and implementation of a Victim 
and Witness focussed project within the Tees Valley 
(Cleveland) area working with both the Gypsy 
and Traveller community and the Criminal Justice 
System agencies. The key objectives of the project 
are to support and advise the victims and witnesses 
of hate crime and encourage them to engage with 
criminal justice, to raise awareness of the cultural 
and lifestyle differences which are barriers to 
engagement and to develop partnership working in 
the interests of diversity. I have been working with 
SPARC to:

a) Ensure all targets set out in the original bid are met;
b) Ensure all the financial details and progress reports 

required are submitted in full to the deadlines 
required;

c) Facilitate meetings with Criminal Justice agencies;

d) Act as a link between the Ministry of Justice and 
SPARC

SPARC were selected as a “Delivery Body” as part of a 
partnership bid with Tees Valley Unlimited for DWP 
Innovation Fund funding to support disadvantaged 
young people and those at risk of disadvantage 
(targeting 14 and 15 year olds as a preventative measure, 
aimed at reducing the number of young people that go 
on to become long term NEET at age 16 years and above).  
Unfortunately this bid was not successful.

As a note  “A Gypsy’s tale” HLG project  is to be 
undertaken in the West Midlands region, where there 
has been a lack of group development but some very 
enthusiastic members of the community.

Work with groups – Progress report 

Adrian Jones NFGLG 
Development worker

We would like to thank Adrian for his hard work 
over the two days in Birmingham and for the 
production of the rep ort.
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In 2012 I was appointed Heritage Officer for the NFGLG. 
Officially, this is a part time job, but in reality there is 
enough work to keep a small army busy for several 
lifetimes.

Fortunately, almost every Gypsy you speak to is 
enthusiastic about preserving and recording their 
history and culture. With the correct approach you 
can gain access to a vast treasure trove of stories and 
photographs. Given the opportunity, the Gypsy people 
themselves are heritage officers in their own right. 

Our groups up and down the country are working hard 
to collect and record as much cultural and historical 
information as possible before it passes from living 
memory and then make it available to the wider 
population. 
It is my opinion that having some understanding of 
people’s history and culture goes a long way toward 
breaking down barriers and tackling prejudice to this end 
we are going to provide a website that will act as a central 
hub where projects, stories, pictures and information can 
be brought together in one easily accessible place.

In the last year we have worked on a heritage education 
website which will hold regional information about 
heritage projects for teachers and schools to access. We 
have piloted the Holocaust panel exhibitions in the North 

East. This is a project in conjunction with SPARC [the 
Society for the Promotion and Advancement of Romany 
Culture] 

EMTAS [Ethnic Minority and Traveller Achievement 
Service] was sadly a victim of the cut backs, but Fiona 
Ranson, who was working on lesson plans to accompany 
the “Through the Eyes of Children, the story of the 
Porrajmos” exhibition, joined the NFGLG as a volunteer so 
we could finish the work.

We are looking to copy this exhibition so that there is one 
for each region to use. This initial one will be launched in 
the North East. It tackles subjects like racism, race hate, 
social exclusion and history / social history
 
In each region there will be historic information specific 
for that area. For example DGLG has The Grinding Bike, 
Patrin UK [ East Midlands project]

One way and another I’ve been involved in a lot of 
Porrajmos projects. For the last four years I’ve met 
regularly with the Derbyshire Holocaust Memorial Day 
working group to plan activities, and have represented 
the Gypsy community at the remembrance events by 
doing a presentation at Derby’s Quad theatre. 

Tom McCready Heritage Report

The Gypsy Grinding Bike

As a start to recording heritage Tom  took part in 
the media skills course put on by Travellers Times 
and Damian Le bas.

This has been reviewed on Travellers Times 
website, Just google “the Gypsy Grinding Bike”

Tom McCready Heritage Officer

“ Tom, I love  your digital story - it’s beautifully 
told and brought a tear to my eyes. Have 
you told the museum in Luton about it? I’m 
sure they’d be so pleased to know how their 
display bike inspired you to make the story. 
You’re a great credit to our Media Skills course 
and Damian’s teaching. all the best, Jane.”

Tom McCready [Snr] 
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Aims:
1:  To bring the many positive aspects of cultural history 

of the Gypsy community in the East Midlands to a 
wide audience

2:  To enable members of the East Midlands Gypsy 
community to create a lasting heritage for their 
traditional way of life that is rapidly disappearing, in 
order to inform and be enjoyed by future generations

3:  To impart digital media skills to participants in 
order to allow them to take control of their own 
representation

4:  To train participants to research archive, museum 
and library collections and to make relevant material 
accessible to a greater audience

5:  To create a web-hub where members of the Gypsy 
community can create an on-line meeting point that 
includes images, sounds and maps of their lives at 
the present time, as well as archival material

Along with everyone else involved, Ryalla Duffy and 
family from Lincolnshire Gypsy Liaison Group, Derbyshire 
Gypsy Liaison Group, and Jagdish Patel from the 
Monitoring Group I’ve put a huge amount of work into 
this project. As future heritage work  develops the Patrin  
website can lend itself perfectly to the Federation’s 
Heritage work as the place to go for good information

Patrin Project

Jagdish Patel of the Monitoring Group Pamela Fletcher On the Way to Appleby June 1975
Siobhan Spencer © 

Patrin Project LGLG ©

  Childhood Days Patrin Project Tom McCready ©
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The Holocaust is commemorated on the 27th January. 
As part of our work in making sure that this part of Roma 
history is not forgotten, we have produced an exhibition. 
Thanks go out to Diane Maughn of the Safe Durham 
Partnership who accessed the funding and Fiona Ranson 
who is a Fellow of the Imperial War Museum Holocaust 
Education Programme, both signed up as NFGLG 
volunteers. The exhibition is to be launched officially in 
Durham in the North East 2013, and in conjunction with 
SPARC [Society for the Promotion and Advancement of 
Romany Culture.] SPARC will have the exhibition for any 
future work to commemorate this day, National Roma 
day April 8th or to celebrate RGT history month in June.

Remembering the Holocaust: Working in Partnership

Through The 
Eyes of Children

“I was an innocent child 
of only 11 years old, when 
Hitler’s Nazis arrested me in 
school, abducted me, stole 
from me my name and turned 
me into a number and a slave, 
made me hunger, beat and 
tortured me.”
Ceija Stojka

The Porrajmos

Karl Stojka’s - The Scream Brother Ossie (1989)

The exhibition panels follow through Sinti and Roma  
families for example the Stokja family.

Triumphing over adversity 5 out of the siblings  survived, 
they became writers, musicians and painters Karl  Stokja 
painted these pictures later on in life as it helped him 
come to terms to what happened.

Deportation by Karl Stokja
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Sharing Good Practice working towards 
a UK Strategy on Accommodation, 
Health, Education and Justice for Gypsies, 
Travellers and Roma. NFGLG held on 24-
26 September, 2012.  Birmingham

In April 2011 The EU Framework for a National Strategy 
states that many of the estimated 10-12 million Roma in 
Europe face prejudice, intolerance, discrimination and 
social exclusion in their daily lives. They are marginalised 
and live in very poor socio-economic conditions. This 
is not acceptable in the European Union (EU) at the 
beginning of the 21st century.

In the above Framework the term “Roma” is used – 
similarly to other political documents of the European 
Parliament and the European Council – as an umbrella 
which includes groups of people who have more or less 
similar cultural characteristics, such as Sinti, Travellers, 
Kalé, Gens du voyage, etc. whether sedentary or not. 
Around 80% of Roma are estimated to be sedentary; this 
needs to be discussed in light of “Gypsy status” and the 
recent Court challenge in regard to Article 8 and 14 with 
regard to women.

How do we create a strategy that is inclusive 
of the all embracing term of Roma without 
allowing the specific accommodation 
issues for English Romany Gypsies and 
Irish Travellers fall from the agenda?

The recently formed Gypsy and Traveller Liaison Group 
that has arranged to meet with the Department of 
Communities and Local Government is at the moment 
specifically for English Romany Gypsies and Irish 
Travellers so that this small traditional and cultural 
community need does not get lost in a wider picture. 
NFGLG facilitate the meetings.
The aim of the symposium was to work on a constructive 
set of guidelines to inform the agenda of the Department 
of Communities and Local Government in the creation of 
an overall strategy in line with the EU recommendation 
that all Member States should have a Roma Gypsy 
Traveller strategy. This report summarises the 
presentations made and the discussions that followed in 
order to feed into this strategy.
 

Discussion on a proposed  Bill of Rights

The Human Rights Act was introduced in 1968 to stop 
cases going straight to Strasbourg. The Conservative 
Manifesto said that the party would introduce a  UK Bill 
of Rights – the Liberal Democrats, on the other hand, 
are pro Human Rights Act. The clash between the two 
has led to an inquiry. Tim is sure that the UK will remain 
signed up to the European Convention on Human Rights 
(ECHR), although certain points may be added e.g. 
regarding the rights of the press. The Convention acts 
as a baseline - You can’t take away rights (they will be 
upheld by Strasbourg Court) but you can add to them. 

Sharing Good Practice - Birmingham

Sharing Good Practice

Tim Jones, Barrister at No 5 Chambers 
in Birmingham 
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Chris Johnson from  the CLP  gave us a presentation on 
past laws - Highways and by-ways a quick travel down 
memory lane and to where are we now; A Future for 
the Caravan Sites Act 44 years on preservation and or 
reservation; the need for social local authority provision 
as well as private 
Chris Johnson Community Law Partnership 

It was easier to move around 100 years ago – you were 
allowed to stop on common land and on traditional 
stopping places. Things became more difficult with the 
Caravan Sites and Control of Development Act 1960: this 
closed commons and gave a power to local authorities 
to create sites. The result was an enthusiasm for 
closing commons, but very few sites were built by local 
authorities.

Education using the community cultures in education 
and arts to get a positive message into schools. Our 
history is important to teach, sharing good practice. 
Isaac Blake, Director of the Romani Cultural and Arts 
Company (RCAC) is a Traveller and Roma-led Welsh 
Charity (founded in 2009).

Isaac noted that art is a great tool to help the children 
explore the world around them. RCAC work on sites and 
in schools, bringing different communities together.

Their work includes:
• A Schools competition - open to all children (not 

just Gypsies and Travellers), although RCAC target 
schools with the highest percentage of Gypsy and 
Traveller pupils.

• Workshops on site for 6 months.

• A gala day – aimed at all children.
• 481 children participated in 2012 Design a t-shirt 

competition. 
• National Symposium for policy makers – including 

international academics
• Pots and Pans exhibition to raise awareness of Gypsy 

and Traveller communities 

Inspector Mark Watson: 
Mark has been working with Gypsies and Travellers for 
10 years. Previously the Police didn’t engage with the 
community.

Mark detailed what we mean by “Hate Crime“. The Mc 
Pherson report 1999 (on murder of Steven Lawrence) 
has had the biggest single impact on how policing is 
conducted. This is where “hate crime” was first detailed. 

Hate Crime is any incident that is motivated by a racist 
intent (as perceived by the victim or any other person). It 
is more serious than “”standard” crime – more personal 
and pernicious. If an incident is reported it should lead 
to you being visited in a quicker time than otherwise 
- it should be flagged on the Police system as hate-
motivated.

The latest definitions (“Challenge it, report it, stop it” 2012) 
define hate crime as any criminal offence motivated by 
some kind of prejudice based on a personal characteristic 
e.g. race, religion, disability, sexual orientation. There is a 
difference between a crime and an incident: an Incident 
is something reported to and recorded by the Police – if 
there is a criminal act involved it becomes a hate crime.

Historically there has been an unwillingness to report 
to Police – as a result hate crime is under-reported. In 
Cheshire 75% of hate crimes are race-related. The data 
published didn’t break down race, but Police forces 
should be recording this data and should be able to break 
“race” down. Ethnicity should be asked when an incident 
is recorded. 

Sharing Good Practice - Birmingham

Chris Johnson Community Law Partnership

Isaac Blake, Director of the Romani Cultural and 
Arts Company (RCAC) 
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There has been a lack of uniform monitoring categories 
in the past but there is a slow move towards uniformity. 
Different organisations use different systems. The 2011 
Census included Gypsies and Travellers for first time – 
most organisations have adopted these categories and 
all other organisations should adopt them (Cheshire have 
recorded “Gypsy and Traveller” since 2004). 

There is an issue regarding what constitutes “in 
public“(you can use offensive language in your own 
home). The Public Order Act hinges on it being a public 
place if behaviour is threatening, abusive and insulting 
(although the Government is looking at taking out 
insulting). 

The ideal would be to prevent hate crime in the first 
place. To encourage reporting there should be a joined 
up approach between the Police, Courts etc. Gypsies, 
Roma and Travellers are specifically identified as a group 
that do not report enough. The Police would rather 
people ring them regardless and then they can look at 
whether it is a hate crime.

Mark posed the question “What is the best way for 
Romany Gypsies/Irish Travellers/Roma to report hate 
crime to the police?“  - Some of the recommendations 
were.
• A 24 hour call-line for hate crimes (avoiding the 

“Police” tag)
• The NFGLG website could have a “report it” button 

linked in to the True Vision website (another way of 
reporting incidents)

• Use could be made of Crimestoppers (national 
number: 0800 555 111) – they also provide finance 
for campaigns. NFGLG could get in touch with them 
regarding this. Crimestoppers could be a good 
intermediary and it’s anonymous.

In summary, the symposium was a great chance to 
network and explore ways to work together.
For recommendation see full report on website:

Sharing Good Practice - Birmingham

Inspector Mark Watson &  Dr John Coxhead

Networks
Groups that joined us for the day and who we 
regularly network. In no particular order:-

Birmingham Community Law Partnership

Leeds GATE

Irish Traveller Movement in Britain

Friends, Families and Travellers

Roma Support Group

Society for the Promotion and Advancement of 
Romany Culture

South Western Romani Advisory Service

Derbyshire Gypsy Liaison Group

Traveller’s Aid Trust

Romani Cultural and Arts Company

Gypsy Council (southern)

Cheshire Constabulary

Derbyshire Constabulary

West Midlands Volunteers

Roma  [ Bulgaria]

The Monitoring Group

PERTEMPS

NHS Southampton

Cardiff Gypsy and Traveller Support Project

Irish Community Care Mersey side

Traveller Law Reform Project (TLRP)

London Gypsy and Traveller Unit

ACERT (Advisory Council for the Education Romany 
& other Travellers)

Institute of Race Relations

GRT Education Stakeholder Group 

The Gypsy & Traveller Liaison Group DCLG

And last but not least all NFGLG member Groups    

Apologies for anyone we may have missed.

Congratulations to Chris and the team at the 
Community Law Partnership - Law Firm of the Year 
Winner 2012

www.ngtfederation.org
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Preparatory meeting of Civil Society 
representatives

21 March 2012 Brussels

It was very important to attend the ERTF meetings this 
year due to the concern raised that Member States, 
[including Britain] had not created a strategy for its 
Roma Gypsy peoples.

The purpose of this meeting was to allow civil society 
representatives to discuss and agree on a joint message 
to the European Union and national governments of EU 
and EU accession countries. This message was then to 
be delivered during the extraordinary meeting of the 
European Platform for Roma Integration.

The preparatory meeting was very well attended with 
approximately 50 representatives present. Overall, 
I found this meeting was very useful and certainly 
necessary, but it did have its drawbacks. The three 
working groups format meant that any opinions I 
had regarding the subjects in the two that  I couldn’t 
attend had to go unaired, even with the representatives 
split into three groups there was not enough time for 
everyone to speak, or for those who did speak to be able 

to make their point properly.

With so many representatives from so many different 
countries, each with a different agenda, it was difficult to 
understand exactly what messages were to be included 
at the forthcoming Extraordinary Platform meeting, 
especially as we didn’t know what the other working 
groups were saying. I want this to be a constructive 
report, so after pointing out the negatives, I would like to 
highlight the positives, of which there were many. I was 
hugely impressed to see so many countries represented, 
and I felt immensely privileged to have taken part. It was 
quite amazing to see such a large and diverse group 
of people debate so many sensitive and volatile issues 
without ever once descending into argument. Politicians 
everywhere could learn a lesson.

I learned a tremendous amount about the problems 
faced by Roma and Gypsies of other nationalities, and 
received considerable support when I outlined those 
faced by Gypsies in the UK. The situation is still far from 
ideal; Europe’s Gypsy and Roma people remain among 
the most marginalised and persecuted. We are still prone 
to taking backward steps. (Witness recent changes to 
UK planning policy) but on the whole, we are making 
progress. 

European Roma Traveller Forum
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European Roma Traveller Forum

Strasbourg

The 2012 Plenary Assembly

The Secretary General of the Council 
of Europe, Mr. Thorbjørn Jagland, 
the President of the Parliamentary 
Assembly of the Council Of 
Europe, Mr. Jean- Claude Mignon 
and representatives from some of 
the diplomatic missions delivered 
keynote speeches. 

Then, as is the tradition, a 
Commemoration Ceremony in 
memory of the Roma and other 
victims of the Holocaust was held 
near the Holocaust memorial stone.  
Members of the ERTF Executive 
Committee made speeches. It was a 
very moving ceremony.

There was a financial report, which 
included an invitation to adopt an 
internal and external auditor, then 
delegates were invited to deliver a short presentation 
regarding the latest developments on Roma/Traveller 
issues in their country. 

Lots of delegates wanted to highlight issues and put 
forward proposals, and while it was educational and 
informative, it was a very unwieldy process with many 
different agendas and 4 different languages.

ERTF is a hugely powerful and influential organization, 
and despite some reservations, I’m convinced that UK 
involvement is extremely important. 

During the afternoon of day two, we voted on all 
the proposals that had been put forward, most were 
eminently sensible and were accepted unanimously, 
others were not so well thought out, i.e. “Anyone accused 
of discrimination against Roma should be considered 
guilty until proven innocent” We voted against these 
but they were still adopted by majority. Both Muzelley 
and I consider that the rule of law should apply to all 
that is every person who is accused of any crime is 
innocent until proven guilty, we should not be treated 
any differently.
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National Roma Network
Migration Yorkshire is developing a new National Roma Network. The network will meet quarterly and take forward 
the national approach to Roma. Members will include: senior officers and politicians from key local authority areas, 
central government/DCLG, Roma organisations and other key organisations. NFGLG felt it was extremely important to 
get involved so that UK minority Gypsy and Traveller people do not get forgotton.

Agendas include: 
Protecting fundamental rights and promoting social inclusion
Producing national strategies
Involving local and regional authorities.

Roma source: Migration Yorkshire
www.migrationyorkshire.org.uk

National Roma Network Meetings

I, (along with my other half Tom) as 
elected representatives  for the  UK 
attended the  European Roma and 
Travellers Forum (ERTF)  Plenary 
Assembly which took place in the 
Palais d’Europe in Strasbourg.

The occasion for me was quite 
an eye opener, with Roma and 
Traveller (our French brothers and 
sisters  prefer the term ‘Traveller’) 
delegates from all over Europe 
attending, each one representing 
the interests of their country and 
countrymen.

Even whilst taking in the whole 
scene with much trepidation 
there was an air of excitement 
and expectation.  I was pleasantly 
surprised and delighted to see that 
a good many of the reps were 
women. In a patriarchal society 
such as ours, this is a sure sign of 
progress and is to be congratulated 
upon. 

Muzelley McCready



Cenotaph

On the 11th of November 2011 we were invited by Janet 
Keet -Black from the Romany & Traveller Family History 
Society (RTFHS) to join them in London on Remembrance 
Sunday to lay a wreath in honour of Romany and Traveller 
people who have laid down their lives, alongside their 
compatriots, in armed conflicts, from the First World War 
to the present day. We hope that this will be a yearly 
occurrence and should be supported by all communities.
The presence of Romany Gypsy people on the Cenotaph 
march was reported on in the national press.

The Times newspaper noted that “Marching for the first 
time was a group from the Romany & Traveller Family 
History Society”.

They included [National Federation of Gypsy Liaison 
Group’s Director and Chair Mr Peter Mercer MBE, 76. 
The Times made mention of Mr Mercer’s own sacrifices 
made for his country, noting that he is a “former Lance 
Corporal with the Duke of Wellington Regiment who 
served in Cyprus. His father was wounded at Dunkirk and 
he has two sons serving with the Grenadier Guards.”

National Memorial Arboretum
Free Entry •Alrewas, Stafordshire DE13 7AR

www.thenma.org.uk
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14 15

Dennis Latham, volunteer of National Federation of Gypsy 
Liaison Groups received the donation from employees 
at employment and training experts Pertemps People 
Development Group (PPDG). PPDG operates a Give As 
You Earn scheme which each year donates thousands of 
pounds to charities and other good causes. Employees 
make a donation to the scheme each month and 
nominate the worthy causes they wish to donate funds 
to. 

Dennis is a well-respected Gypsy artist who runs drop-
in art classes in Birmingham and the Black Country for 
young Gypsies that have either been in trouble, or are at 
risk of offending. He visits young offenders in prisons and 
owns a vardo of art work which he takes to local schools 
and churches to engage with Gypsies and settled people 
as well. PPDG’s £250 donation has gone towards buying 
Dennis the things that he needs paint, brushes and other 
art materials which will help Denis continue his good 
work. Denis and the NFGLG were nominated for an award 
by PPDG’s Tina Pritchard.Tina said: “Denis is a really 
colourful character and does a fantastic job with young 

people. He has built a traditional vardo and is planning 
to fill it with art work and travel to schools, churches and 
so on, to showcase his work and to get the young people 
involved. He is an absolute inspiration for young people 
and is thoroughly deserving of our support.”

Founded in the UK, PPDG possesses in excess of 50 
years’ experience and expertise in the employment and 
training industry and has supported more than
100,000 job seekers into work in the past decade. 
PPDG has a strong community ethos and began 
working closely with representatives from the Traveller 
community early last year. The company makes regular 
donations to charities and good causes through its 
award winning payroll-giving scheme, with around two 
thirds of its employees involved in payroll deductions 
that benefit others less fortunate in the community. The 
scheme recently broke the £150,000 barrier, with Denis 
being its latest recipient. To find out more about PPDG, 
you can visit their website www.ppdg.co.uk, find them on 
Facebook at: www.facebook.co.uk/yourppdg
 or follow them onTwitter by searching for @yourppdg

Work in the West Midlands



Roma Gypsy Traveller 
History Month. 
Hartlebury Museum June 17th 2012.

Johanna Price attended this day for us as 
West Midlands volunteer, she took a stand full 
of information about the federation groups 
including health information and reports. The 
Worcestershire Gypsy Roma Traveller Partnership 
(WGRTF) also attended the event and launched 
the Pride not Prejudice booklet this beautifully 
designed document can be found in full on the 
NFGLG website, just click on the West Midlands 
region. 

Over the last few years the partnership has 
worked closely with schools, and supported an 
annual event at Hartlebury Museum to celebrate 
GRTH Month

1

Pride, not Prejudice

Gypsies and Travellers in the modern world:
Challenges and opportunities

The Committee have undertaken 
a lot of work in this last year. 
We would like to highlight that 
this is unpaid work, Tim Jones 
gave up a day to give us a 
presentation on the aspects of 
law in the Sharing Good Practice 
Day as did Parvin, who gave a  
presentation on health along 
side Leeds Gate.

Derby Community Accountancy 
Service fully audited the 
accounts for us in the financial 
year April 1st 2011 to March 31st 
2012. Charity Commission return 
is on their website.

Trustees and Committee 
Peter Mercer MBE Chair Trustee

Muzelley McCready Co Secretary Trustee

Ryalla Duffy                     Vice Chair Trustee

Timothy Jones  Trustee

Alan Masters  Trustee

Parvin Demani MBE  Trustee

Arthur Ivatts OBE  Trustee

Siobhan Spencer MBE  Treasurer Trustee

March 2012 Finance  Income Expenditure

 £35,691 £24,460

Paid Workers
Roger Yarwood Planning Policy Officer August 2012

Tom McCready Heritage Officer July  2012
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National Federation of Gypsy Liaison Groups

Contact details:
Unit 3
Molyneux Business Park
Whitworth Road
Darley Dale
Matlock
DE4 2HJ
 
Phone: 01629732744
info@nationalgypsytravellerfederation.org
www.nationalgypsytravellerfederation.org
  
The National Federation is a Company Limited  
by Guarantee 
Registered in England and Wales. 
Company No: 6983027.
Registered Charity No: 1136730


