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The October 2013 year started very busily with
the onset of the EU Integration Strategy work and
we compiled our team of community workers very
quickly. We were very pleased to have the chance
to review the present UK 28 recommendations
for Gypsy, Traveller and Roma people. 1 This work
is important and we hope that our review on the
lack of a strategy and our recommendations will be
acted upon. Our team worked very hard from
December 2013 until September 2014. The
planning work, kindly funded by Tudor Trust
means that we have input into a wide number of
plans across the East and West Midlands and have
helped families in their quest for somewhere legal
to live. We held our usual two day event on the
28th and 29th of May.  On the main meeting day
we had a training event, which was given by the
Red Cross (Everyday First Aid) alongside our usual
network update meeting.  

We coincided the date of 29th May with the
Government Holocaust Commission consultation.
Something which we feel is extremely important
that the education about the Holocaust continues
in the future. This year we were pleased to
welcome on board Sussex Travellers Action
Group, Friends Families and Travellers and the
Worcestershire GRT Partnership. It is considerably
hard to ensure adequate funding for groups and we

all need to save funds where we can.
We have saved costs by producing our
annual review report within our
heritage calendar.

We are very grateful to all our funders
and we hope that we can continue in
our work in future years. We are
especially pleased with our team
community work in relation to the
Integration strategy work which saw the main
office room filled with community members from
Roma (Polish, Bulgarian, and Czech) Irish
Travellers Romany Gypsy and Welsh Romany
Gypsy; although the Scottish Article 12 could not
get to the training day they remained
in contact and undertook some
impressive interviews. Likewise the
Belfast team, coordinated by Stephen
Long. We would like to sincerely give a
huge thank you to all the team in
person. We hope that we can continue
to work together for the mutual 
good of all.

Peter Mercer MBE

1 Progress report by the ministerial working group on tackling
inequalities experienced by Gypsies and Travellers. DCLG
April 2012

Overview

Pictured above: Tom McCready, Heritage Officer for NFGLG
attended Government Holocaust Commission May 2014.

The Rt. Hon Baroness Warsi Senior Minister of State. Presiding 

Sharing history and culture. 
Heritage Open Days. September 2014



Planning work has concentrated on providing
input and comment to Local Plans and comment
on government initiatives insofar as these
initiatives affect the interests of Gypsies and
Travellers. The slight downturn in the number of
Local Plan documents coming forward for
comment has enabled the Federation to expand
the area over which it offers comment, beyond the
East Midlands and West Midlands, to include plans
produced by authorities in the South Yorkshire and
North West Regions. 

Beyond these Regions our input has been limited
to particularly significant Local Plan documents
and to situations where our input has been
specifically sought. Thus we have commented on
Local Plan documents in Basildon and offered
advice to assist other organisations to comment on
the Local Plan for York. We also play a role in
disseminating information about new consultations
on Local Plan documents, through joint working
with other individuals and organisations
throughout the country. 

We list all the Local Plan documents which we
have become aware of over the relevant period and
identify those where we have considered that an
input is needed.  It will be noted that in seven
cases we have felt it necessary to be represented at
the Local Plan Hearing sessions. It is generally the

case that where we attend a hearing, we are the
sole representative of the Travelling community
and on all these occasions the presiding Inspector
has responded positively to our representations and
sought the co-operation of the Councils in
amending the relevant policies. 

Irrespective of our attendance at hearing sessions,
our influence has been significant. In almost every
case where we have provided an input to planning
policy documents, we have secured beneficial
changes, either through the planning authority
responding positively to our comments or though
the process of review by independent Inspectors. 

At national level, we continue to seek to
influence planning policy by responding to
government consultations on proposed changes
to legislation and national guidance but there
has been less involvement this year as,
notwithstanding the publication of the new
Planning Policy Guidance, few new national
planning policy initiatives of direct relevance to
the Travelling community have emerged during
the relevant period.  

Input has also been provided for the Review
of the Integration strategy for Gypsy Traveller
and Roma people. This is specific for Gypsy
and Traveller accommodation issues in
relation to land identification (rather the

lack of it) Green belt sites have been an issue with
several not gaining a decision, but being held by
the Secretary of State; there has been a challenge
to the High Court on this particular issue.   

A list of consultations will be posted on the new
website and a guide for groups who want to input
into the system.

Town and Country Planning & Policy

Roger Yarwood (RTPI).



Roma Gypsy and Traveller communities
experience more poverty, discrimination and social
exclusion than any other ethnic minority group in
Europe.  In order to address this inequality, in
2011 the European Commission published a
Framework for National ‘Roma’ Integration
Strategies, which was adopted by all of the
European Union Members. Consequently, all
Member States were required to develop their own
‘Roma’ Integration Strategies tailored to the needs
of the ‘Roma’ population in their country. (Please
note the EU use the term Roma to include
Gypsies and Travellers).

The UK Government has chosen to use existing,
mainstream policy and legal mechanisms to deliver
Roma Integration rather than develop a National
Roma Integration Strategy.  

NFGLG wanted to see how the UK approach to
“Roma’ integration was working and so they asked
Gypsy, Traveller and Roma people about their lives
today. The NFGLG found that mainstream polices
in the areas of discrimination, accommodation,
education, employment and health have
consistently failed Gypsies and Travellers in the
past and are continuing to fail these communities
today.   

The way a government acts towards its minorities
is the true indicator of its moral values. Yet for
centuries discrimination has deprived Gypsy,
Traveller and Roma people from full and equal
citizenship. Now is the time for the UK
Government to commit to effective action for
change.

NFGLG is grateful also to the Joseph Rowntree
Foundation which funded us to produce the
briefing paper on UK progress on the Framework
for National Roma Integration Strategies from
the perspectives of the Gypsy, Traveller and
Roma communities living in the UK. This
briefing paper draws on this lengthier Civil
Society Report on the Implementation of the
National Roma Integration Strategy in the
United Kingdom in 2012 and 2013
coordinated by the Decade of Roma Inclusion
Secretariat Foundation in cooperation with
the Making the Most of EU Funds for Roma
Program and produced for NFGLG by Dr
Andrew Ryder (The Corvinus University
Budapest) and Dr Sarah Cemlyn (University
of Bristol) with Angus McCabe (University
of Birmingham) as critical friend.  Many
thanks also to trustee Alan Masters in checking
Housing issues.

European Integration Strategy for Gypsy Traveller and Roma people



Gypsy, Traveller and Roma:
Experts by Experience
We are grateful for the support of Joseph
Rowntree Foundation in the production of the
briefing paper. The peer group was lead by Dr
Pauline Lane of Anglia Ruskin University, Helen
Barnard (JRT Foundation) Alan Anstead
(Equality), Adrian Jones (NFGLG Policy officer),
Chris Johnson (The Community Law Partnership)
Marc Willers QC (Garden Court Chambers) and
last but least Arthur Ivaats OBE  NFGLG Trustee.

As NFGLG policy officer Adrian Jones also
coordinates meetings with the Department of
Communities and Local Government.

The Gypsy, Traveller and Roma
Liaison Group meet four times a
year at DCLG offices in
London.

Pictured here is Assen Slavchez
at the workshop “Bridging the
Gap" held in July of last year 

This meeting gave us the
impetus to further the review
of the UK 28
recommendation report and
lobby for a full Gypsy
Traveller and Roma
integration strategy.

This work has allowed
a natural joining of
forces for a common good.

Accepting difference and
working for an improved future, community
groups and community members worked
together under considerable pressure.

We hope that this partnership work can
continue in the future.

Briefing paper launch in Westminster

List of Interview
Team
England
Helena Kiely

Przemek Kierpacz
Michael Duduc
Valerie Elliott
Tom McCready

Muzelley McCready
Johanna Price
Phil Henry

Assen Slavchez
Janie Codona MBE.

Welsh Team
Brigitta Balogh 
Isaac Blake.

Article 12 Scotland Team
Lynne Tammi
Iona Burke

Elizabeth McDonald
Jade McPhee

Margaret Williamson
Bernadette Williamson.

Northern Ireland Team
Stephen Long
Denis Lliescu. 

Pictured here is Assen (Bulgarian Roma) discussing the
problems that many Roma face in the UK

Gypsy, Traveller and Roma: Experts
by Experience Report



Education, culture and heritage 
UK Chairmanship of the
International Holocaust
Remembrance Alliance 
On May 13th 2014, Her Majesty's Government in
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland requested the honour of my
company at a reception in the Locarno Suite
Foreign and Commonwealth Office. The Rt. Hon
Baroness Warsi Senior Minister of State Presiding.
It was a real privilege to be invited to such a
prestigious event. I was quite nervous at first but I
found a familiar face in Baroness Whittaker and
was grateful to her for taking the time to
introduce me to many of the other guests. I also
managed to spend some time talking to Holocaust
survivors. It was fascinating and incredibly moving
to hear their stories first hand. 

On May 29th, along with Roma representatives
and colleagues from NFGLG, I was invited to
meet with members of the Holocaust commission
to discuss how best to highlight what happened to
the Gypsy people, Sinti and Roma during World
War Two and to put forward suggestions for a
fitting memorial to be commissioned during the
UK Chairmanship of the International Holocaust
Remembrance Alliance. We were pleased to learn
that the delegates thought that the meeting was
really useful. 

Holocaust survivor Ben Helfgott said that it was
the best one he had been to. Following this,
chairman of the Prime Minister’s Holocaust
Commission Mick Davis, the head of the
education expert group Dame Helen Hyde and
the head of the commemoration expert group Sir
Peter Bazalgette who is also the head of the Arts
Council sent an invitation to meet  with me in
September at 10 Downing Street. This is a very
encouraging development because it shows that
the UK Government are keen to consult and
involve members of the Gypsy and Roma
community in their deliberations, and that their
work will not only commemorate the Holocaust
victims, but will accurately inform and
educate future generations. I was
unfortunately away but Trustee Siobhan
Spencer went along in my absence. The
NFGLG Holocaust exhibition has had
encouraging response, it is a useful tool to
remind us all of race hate crime and what
it can lead to.

Tom McCready.

Ben Helfgott

NFGLG exhibition
History month at the

V&A Museum.



I started in post in January, having previously been
NFGLG’s Development Worker. My  previous
policy work has included local authorities
(Reading and Slough Borough Councils and
London Borough of Ealing), academia (Centre for
Research in Ethnic Relations, University of
Warwick and Centre for Urban and Regional
Studies, University of Birmingham) and the
“Third Sector” (Council of Ethnic Minority
Voluntary Sector Organisations). I was also a
member of the previous Government’s “Expert
Panel on Housing and Communities Analysis”.

My work so far has concentrated on the following
areas:

1. Project managing the development of the
shadow Gypsy, Traveller and Roma Integration
Strategy and working on the related JRF
briefing paper. 

2. Responding to Government consultations. This
has included:

• Child Poverty Strategy 2014-17

• European Social Fund Operational
Programme for England 2014-2010

• Department For Health Consultation
“Smoking In Private Vehicles Carrying
Children”

• Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation Needs
Assessments and proposed change to the
planning definition of “travellers”

We will be putting our responses to these
consultations (and others as they arise) on
the NFGLG website (which is currently
being revised).

3. Engagement with (and input into) the national
policy agenda via:

• Gypsy and Traveller Liaison Group in the
Department for Communities and Local
Government  - this group (which I am
currently facilitating) enables the
community to raise issues of concern and to
set the agenda, rather than being solely
reactive.

• All Party Parliamentary Group on Gypsy,
Traveller Roma issues

• Department for Business Innovation and
Skills re. 'Skills for the most socially
disadvantaged' and “engagement and
progression of very disadvantaged adults in
vocational learning”. 

• I keep in contact with Irish
Traveller Movement Policy
officer and others working in
this field. I am on a wider
consultation list.

4. Development work: we are still working with a
small number of groups to help them to obtain
the funding that will enable them to inform
policy making. To this end I’m happy to say that
we were able to obtain core funding for the
next three years for the Society for the
Promotion and Advancement of Romany
Culture from Northern Rock Foundation.                                              

Adrian Jones

Adrian Jones at NFGLG network meeting in May

Policy work and Community Development 



Talking Books 
This project is a partnership between Pertemps and NFGLG partly
funded by the Travellers Aid Trust. Workshops have taken place
across a series of  prisons. Story teller Richard O'Neal, along with
Damian Le Bas and Charles Newland of the Travellers Times are
assisting prisoners to develop a “talking book” using story telling,
music and song to help develop literacy, confidence and learn 
new skills.

Dennis Latham,
an excellent
painter will be in
the Design
workshop  for the
CD cover. Dennis
worked in the
prisons last year
encouraging art
work.

Tina nominated
NFGLG for support
through the
company’s Payroll
Giving scheme. Many
thanks to Tina
Pritchard.

Partnership working Working in the prisons
Edgbaston-based Pertemps People Development Group (PPDG) made
a new year donation to NFGLG aimed at increasing literacy levels
within the Gypsy and travelling communities. 

“This generous donation has enabled us to buy boxes of new books
that will be distributed to the prison libraries,” said Dennis. “They
range from easy readers to the more advanced and all are culturally-
specific, similar to those used by Traveller Teachers aimed at
encouraging more participation in reading.”

“This really is a
valuable and
significant
contribution that
we can use in our
Toe By Toe
programme where
we use peer
mentors to help
people learn to
read. The
company has also
donated children’s
books enabling
fathers and
children to learn
together during
prison visits, for
which we are
also extremely grateful.”

Dennis and Richard O'Neill
Winning Design



Networks

The Aims of the
Federation are:

1. To promote social inclusion for the public benefit
by working with Gypsy and Traveller groups who
are socially excluded and to relieve the needs of
such people. To assist them to integrate into
society in particular by:- Providing a network
group that encourages and enables members of
the Gypsy and Traveller community to participate
more effectively with the wider community.

2. Increasing, or co-ordinating opportunities for
members of the Gypsy and Traveller community,
to engage with service providers, to enable those
providers to adapt services to better meet the
needs of that community.

3. To educate the public, for the benefit of the
public, in the culture, life and traditions of the
Gypsy and Traveller community.

4. The Federation aims to share good practice and
encourages groups to work together.

Pictured left: Travellers Aid
Trust Conference February
2014 NFGLG gave a
presentation about the
European work

Pictured above: Community Law
Partnership's Chris Johnson.

Pictured above: NFGLG  Group member meeting
in Birmingham 28th May



Grinding
Spring was a good time for grinding. This
involved going from door to door sharpening
knives, scissors, garden shears, lawnmowers
etc. It was a great job to do whilst travelling. 

Grinding equipment took many forms.
‘Modern’ Gypsies made use of sharpening
stones driven by 12-volt motors, which they
would salvage from electric lawnmowers and
connect to the lorry battery.

Before that, they used brightly painted home-
made wooden ‘barrows’, which were operated
by a treadle system, or ‘grinding bikes’ which
were ordinary push bikes modified by adding a
stand to raise the back wheel and a pulley to
power a grindstone. 

Grinding bikes were
especially popular during
wagon time, because
they allowed you not
only to go to work
without the bother of
harnessing a horse and
yoking a dray, but
provided you with a
convenient form of
transport for dozens of
other tasks.

This Grinding barrow (above) came into our possession
in August; here it is with the brass cleaned. 

It only needs minor renovation. 
This went on display for Heritage Open Days.

Preserving the past for the future  



Disclaimer
No liability can be accepted
for errors, omissions or loss
and damage caused by the
use of  information in this
calendar.  Opinions expressed
by the authors are not
necessarily the views of
NFGLG Trademarks, images
and quotations are the
property of their respective
owners.

Please be aware that we have
copyright permission for
photographs. Please do not
reproduce these without
contacting us first. 

On the 14th September 2014 Brandon Lewis MP
issued a consultation paper in relation to
definition. The “gypsy status” or “traveller
definition” issues have always been problematic
and will continue to be so until a working party
is set up to address the problems that arise out
of it. It is very important that a definition
reflects the changes in relation to modern day
Gypsy life as well as those of heritage and
tradition.  In partnership with Community Law
Partnership NFGLG are in the process of
planning an oral discussion with Department
of Communities and Local Government. The
consultation paper is open for comment untill
November 23rd. We will be putting our
response  to the consultation on the NFGLG
website. 

To view the consultation:
https://www.gov.uk/government/
consultations/planning-andtravellers-
proposed-changes-to-planning-policy-and-
guidance

There may be a  struggle for sites in the future
© DGLG Planning archive.

A busy start for the next year Trustees
Parvin Damani MBE

Ryalla Duffy

Arthur Ivatts OBE

Timothy Jones 

Alan Masters

Muzelley McCready

Peter Mercer MBE

Siobhan Spencer MBE.

Front cover photograph:  Pete Ingram's
woodworking tools. © NFGLG
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