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Summary of accounts

2007/08

2008/09

Funds at April 1st

£25,794.74

£25,172.29

Expenditure

£18,251.29

£14,596.56

National Federation of
Gypsy Liaison Groups

Funders
NFGLG would like to thank the following funders
• Travellers Aid Trust
• The Allen Lane Foundation
• Joseph Rowntree Charitable Trust

Total funds at March 31st 2009
The above is the account summary

Annual Review 2008-2009

What The National Federation does not do is
Χ Assist with front line case work

the National Federation of Gypsy
Liaison Groups (NFGLG) on
Tuesday morning at the House of
Commons. The meeting was coorganised by NFGLG, the charity
European Dialogue, and
representatives from key
government departments were also
present.

Χ Act as a consultation body when there is a local or regional group that should be consulted.
What The National Federation will help to do is
√ Capacity build groups by assistance with funding/development plans

√ Capacity build groups by providing information on PQASSO quality mark, training, help with constitutions and
conflict management

√ Capacity build groups by helping obtain places at conferences
√ Capacity build groups by sharing good practice

√ Encourage fair elections

What the national Federation definitely does is
√ Share and encourage good practice

© Lincs Gypsy Liaison Group.

Some of our Networks. UK Association of Gypsy Women, Society for the Promotion of Romany Culture. The
Northern Network. Cheshire Gypsy and Traveller Voice. East Midlands Gypsy and Traveller Forum. Leeds Gypsy
and Traveller Exchange. Hull . Gypsy and Traveller Exchange. Leeds Justice for Travellers. The South Western
Partnership. The Romany Advisory Service. South Western Romany Gypsy Liaison Group. All Parliamentary Group
On Gypsy and Traveller Law Reform. The Southern Network. Canterbury Gypsy and Traveller Support Group. Irish
Traveller Movement 2000. National Travellers Action Group. National Association of Teachers for Travellers. Irish
Traveller Movement in Britain. Communities and Local Government. Travellers Times. The Gypsy Media Company.
Dept for Education Schools & Families. European Roma Rights Centre.

Contacting NFGLG
National Federation of
Gypsy Liaison Groups
Ernest Bailey Community Centre
Office 4
New Street
Matlock
DE4 3FE

NFGLG worked in partnership with European Dialogue for
the previous 18 months, it held a policy seminar in March
2008 at the end of the project. This initial work enabled 10
members to attend the European Parliament and visit the
European Roma Rights centre. There was representation
from the South East, South West, North East, East & West
Midlands It also started the development plan work for
some of the regions. The Southern Network constitution
was created. A further conference took place in the North
East to make up the initial three that were funded for by
Travellers Aid Trust. This was a coordinated effort for
established groups to assist those that felt their voices
were not being heard. The Society for the Promotion and
Advancement or Romany Culture hosted the conference
assisted by the Northern Network We are Talking Homes
Project.

Funders
House of Commons
Stereotyping in the media, denial of ethnic minority rights
and political scape-goating – all too common experiences
of Gypsies and Travellers across Britain today, according
to a meeting between MPs and community members on
Tuesday 18th March 2008.
The All-Party Parliamentary Group on Gypsy and Traveller
Law Reform (APPG) met with members and partners of

Underpinning the policy debate
was the recognition that Romany
Gypsies and Irish Travellers
continue to face open and severe
discrimination in Britain today. At a
time when such a strong focus lies
on building a cohesive society to
integrate all of the diverse
communities which make up Britain,
it appears that the 300,000 Romany
Gypsies and Irish Travellers communities who have been living
here for centuries - are still being
left aside. They continue to face a
barrier of racism which British
multi-cultural society has yet to tackle effectively.
Community representatives pointed out that negative
stereotyping of Gypsies and Travellers is frequent in the
media, particularly in the local press. It is also not
uncommon for politicians to use local Traveller issues in
order to gain leverage with local voters – a practice which
would be considered unacceptable in relation to any other
ethnic group. The Chairman of the Local Government
Association Gypsy and Traveller Task Group, Councillor
Richard Bennett suggested that an all-party concordat be
drawn up to ensure that local elections would never be
fought on these issues in the future.
Several members of the community called for a clear
message to be sent ’from the top’ stating clearly that, as
for any other community, racism directed at Gypsies and
Travellers will not be tolerated. The DCSF announced that
the first Gypsy, Roma and Traveller History Month will take
place in June 2008 to promote the culture and the positive
role of Gypsies and Travellers in Britain’s society. This will
be an opportunity for British society to celebrate the
forgotten history and misrepresented culture of Gypsies
and Travellers.
The NFGLG/APPG meeting put the question of Gypsy
ethnicity and rights under the spotlight through a robust
debate. The participants were reminded about the
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breakthrough in the recognition of Romany Gypsy and
Irish Traveller rights as distinct ‘ethnic groups’, equal to any
other, and they therefore have protection under the Race
Relations Amendment Act 2000.
For the purposes of planning law however, Romany
Gypsies still do not have rights associated with their ethnic
status. Planning law bases the right to have access to
planning permission for a trailer or caravan on a plot of
land (known as ‘gypsy status’), on whether an applicant
has a nomadic lifestyle, “whatever their race or origin”. The
community groups are fighting to have the planning
definition altered so that ‘gypsy status’ is based on
ethnicity too. It was pointed out that under the current
framework a number of Gypsies who no longer travel have
found their ‘gypsy status’ removed– even if this is due to ill

health or old age, whilst relatives of theirs retain their
‘status’!
Finally, the patchy delivery of services for Gypsies and
Travellers by local authorities was also identified as a
serious problem for many people. There was a call by
community members for greater accountability over local
spending, to challenge the ‘slum-like’ conditions of some
Gypsy/Traveller sites. Across all the range of issues, better
consultation with local Gypsy and Traveller groups was
also an apparent need.
Despite the range of serious issues put on the table at the
NFGLG / APPG meeting, this meeting made a significant
contribution to the debates about the rights of Gypsies
and Travellers in Britain today.

Consultation Meetings and the regions
The funding from Allen Lane Foundation has meant that if there is an issue that
needs regional representation and discussion then the money is there to
facilitate it. The National Federation of Gypsy Groups agreed to host wider
network meetings after the Gypsy and Traveller Law Reform Coalition
disbanded.
In October 2008 there was a meeting with Lord Avebury on the issue of the
Mobile Homes Act and the removal of the clause that expressly excludes local
authority Gypsy sites. The concerns of the community were those of
assignment. We held a further meeting on December 4th 2008 so that we could
work on the CLG consultation on the issue. The response had to be in by 19th
December. It was a very fruitful meeting.
Peter Mercer MBE
Romany Gypsy Traveller History Month
was launched in 2008 with funding from the Department of Children Schools
Mr Peter Mercer MBE
and Families. It was
successful to a degree but failed on others due to the lack of
MAKE JUNE A MONTH
capacity building with the community in some regions and the lack
TO REMEMBER AND
of consultation, however the second RGTH month has had a lot of
CELEBRATE OUR CULTURE
support. It is important to keep the continuity going and we have
supported the establishment of this month, which is very much a
part of British culture. We had hoped that we would be successful
in the bid to the Dept but we were not and we will be applying to
other funding streams to support what has already been started.
Roma Gypsy Traveller History Month is an ideal way of getting
communities to work together and on the whole it is widely
supported by the Gypsy/Traveller community.
We supported the launch of the event in Westminster on June 1st in
Portcullis House and proclaimed our support in the history
magazine.

The strengthening and capacity building of groups in the
regions is a priority for the NFGLG and this has been
funded through the Joseph Rowntrees Charitable Trust.
NFGLG would like to encourage groups to work together for
a common goal and to be able to form networks that will
help their work. Some groups do not get the consultation
documents through from Communities and Local
Government as their consultation list is very much out of
date and we will work with them to update the list of groups
that can be contacted now across the country.
The objects for which the Federation is established are:
1. To provide a co-ordinated National UK level network for
Gypsy and Traveller Groups in order to develop their
capacity and skills in such a way that gives the
marginalized Gypsy and Traveller communities a
stronger, structured and united voice so that they are
able to represent their interests at local, regional and
national levels and in international activities thus enabling
them to participate more fully in society.

Network members above discuss European Issues. From Midlands,
South West, South East, North East. East Anglia

2. To advance the education and raising the awareness of
the public in general by promoting Gypsy and Traveller
culture, life and traditions.

Sharing Good Practice
The Federation aims to share good practice the NFGLG
logo can be used (with permission) on work that
demonstrates sharing good practice or where groups have
come together to work on a specific project for example

NFGLG networks meeting

One group from the North East wanted to do an
information booklet they did not re invent the wheel
but contacted another group from the East Midlands
for permisison to have a reprint done of theirs the
logos of the two groups + the federation logo went
on the booklet
Two groups got together in the South West to support
one another with their work and to take part in Roma
Gypsy Traveller History Month. all logos and went on
their information leaflet.
A group from the East Midlands is joining one from
the North West on a project regarding mental health
in the production of a CD. This will have the
Federation logo on it also.

UPDATE

Secretary Muzelley McCready pictured here at the Sept conference
in London with her mother Ruby who celebrated her 80th birthday at
the conference

Joseph Rowntrees Charitable Trust has funded the group for two years to
carry on the development work for the regions. This work was delayed for
varying reasons , interviews had to be cancelled twice due to bad weather
but we now have two consultants who will get as much work as they can
done to strengthen the groups so that they are not constantly chasing bids
at the last moment.
We would like to see all groups with 3yr or 5 year plans.

International Roma Day April 8th
We take on board what some groups said about the history month
and that it should have been in April and because this is a very
important day we will also be looking at ways to support and
celebrate the day as part of the Romany Gypsy calendar.

www.nationalgypsytravellerfederation.org

The National Federation of Gypsy Liaison Groups would
like to take this opportunity to state its support for
Gypsy Roma Traveller History Month.

We wish everyone success in all their events, wherever
this may be in the country.
The Federation Committee Chair Mr. Peter Mercer MBE

The Federation is in the process of registering as a charitable company,
which means registering with both Companies House and the Charity
Commission. This will take a few weeks but once completed the
Federation will use the Charity and Company Limited by Guarantee
number. By doing this the Federation is making itself more transparent
and accountable and it will also help when applying to certain funders.

