European reps
Factfile: The European Roma and Travellers Forum (ERTF)
started its work in 2005. The establishment of the ERTF
provides a unified voice and democratic platform of cooperation for all Roma, Sinti, Kale, Travellers and other related
groups in Europe.

UK Representatives
Tom and Muzelley
McCready

Tom McCready and Muzelley McCready are elected
representatives for the European Roma and Travellers Forum.
We wish them all the best in their endeavours to do their best
for their community.
Muzelley has recently spent three days in Brussels with the
members of NFGLG (National Federation of Gypsy Liaison
Groups) including Peter Mercer, MBE, in the European
Parliament. Zelli will continue important work around health
issues and issues surrounding accommodation and education.
Tom gave an excellent speech at the GRTHM (Gypsy Roma
Traveller History Month) launch in London 2010 and he visited
Auschwitz Concentration Camp with Zelli and members of
DGLG (Derbyshire Gypsy Liaison Group) in August of last year.
(The final liquidation of Gypsy people in Auschwitz happened
on August 1st/2nd.) A poem written by Tom and photos taken
were used in Derby City’s Holocaust Memoral Day, January
27th 2011.

Annual Review 2010 to 2011
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Modern-day issues are important but so is the preservation of
culture and heritage.

We welcome the Romani Cultural & Arts Group onto our
network and we would like to make you aware of the
excellent little film GYPSY WAYS This film was made with
young people from the Shirenewton Gypsy and Traveller
site in Cardiff. It uses a combination of animation and liveaction to follow the reminiscences of Laurel Price as she
recalls growing up in a traditional Vardo and her life on
Leckwith Common in Cardiff in the 1970s before settling
on the permanent site of Rover Way in the docklands of
Cardiff. Please check out Issac Blake’s lovely website.
http://romaniarts.co.uk/601-gypsy-ways/

e have had an extremely busy year and
have increased in group membership.
We are very pleased to welcome two groups
from Wales. Cardiff Gypsy and Traveller
Project and The Romani Cultural and Arts
Company. We would like to thank Adrian
Jones as community development worker
who continues to work within the regions.
We are developing the heritage work and we
are working towards a calendar of events,
not just those that specifically celebrate
Gypsy culture but also mainstream events
like Heritage Open Days. We anxiously
await an application for a heritage officer to
coordinate the work and arrange events.
West Midlands dissemination of the Traveller
Held Record card was very successful in that
we got about 1000 of the cards distributed
in the West Midlands, including the 14
prisons. This project was first undertaken as
a pilot with the Walsall Gypsy and Traveller
Forum, we were pleased that we were
able to help NHS West Midlands in the wider
distribution of them. Thanks to volunteers Johanna Price, Gucci
Lee and Dennis Latham.
We were able to send the remainder of the cards down to
Candy Sheridan of the Southern Gypsy Council who worked
with the families about to be evicted from Dale Farm in Basildon
Essex; so that they can receive continuity of care.
We have been able to recycle office equipment and were able
to send Candy a new fax/phone, a drop in the ocean for work
needed on the site.
We were able to discuss Dale Farm with Richard Hewitt MEP
whilst in Brussels and passed on Candy’s details to him as main
contact on site.
We spent 3 days in Brussels with back to back meetings, but
we hope that this will bring about positive outcomes for health
initiatives

Contact details:
Unit 3
Molyneux Business Park
Whitworth Road
Darley Dale
Matlock
DE4 2HJ

With the PQASSO [Planning Quality Assurance for Small
Organisations] work we have reached a very highly set target
of 3 groups at level 2 and we have achieved that target, we are
looking for a further accreditation in year 2012 one group at
level 1 and a group at level 2.

Phone: 01629732744
info@nationalgypsytravellerfederation.org
www.nationalgypsytravellerfederation.org.
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The National Federation of
Gypsy Liaison Groups

West Midlands

Group members of NFGLG spent two days in February at
the Government Panel Review chaired by Lord Avebury and
organised by the Travellers Aid Trust. A Report from this review

is available on the website (A Big or Divided Society).
Over the year we are working on a European level and hope to
report back shortly on that work. We were extremely pleased
that Tom McCready and Muzelley McCready were elected as
ERTF members and we would like to thank Joseph Jones of
the Canterbury Support Group for ticking over this work until a
ballot was held.
We will continue to work on various consultative groups and
will inform groups of important consultation documents. This
year has been difficult as great changes have ensued since the
election in May 2010 of last year. NFGLG prepared to join as
third part status to the Cala Homes challenge to the Secretary
of State, but withdrew so that Cala Homes did not incur delay
with their challenge.
We felt that the Court room reflected what would ultimately be
the effect of the localism bill, the room full of retired people,
quite well off and at an age where they had forgotten what it
was like to obtain their first house, the struggles with a young
family and the importance that there should always be the
option for social housing for those that could not afford it. Cala
was a case against bricks and mortar, so we fear the worst now
for any application for Gypsy, Traveller or Showman quarters,
the future may be difficult but we have to soldier on and try our
hardest at all levels.
Peter Mercer MBE (Chair)

The Heritage Project
2011-2013

Building on our work from last year we are pleased to report that
NFGLG alongside two other groups have received the PQASSO
quality mark for their organisations all at level 2
Derbyshire Gypsy Liaison Group and Leeds Gate.
NFGLG are the only National Gypsy Traveller organisation
holding the Award and we would like to thank all our volunteers
in assisting us.
We wish One Voice 4 Travellers Kushti bok [Good luck] as they
have registered for the award in the next year. Both Janie Codona
and Shirley Barret undertook training and became community
group mentors last year. We are very proud of them and wish
them all he best

Watch out for Clearwater Gypsies excellent Planning made Plain
educational pack on the planning system
Working in the South West
With the Romani Rights Association we were successful in
obtaining £2,500 towards core costs (including office equipment,
travel costs and administrative support) from Grassroots Grants.
We will shortly be submitting a bid for core costs to the Allen
Lane Foundation Please note, there has been a name change
and amend your records accordingly, it is now the Romani Rights
Association and not the National Romani Rights Association

We have initiated a programme of projects across the regions
which all groups and regions can share in the outcomes. The
south east has been particularly successful in its application
for the ‘Reading, Writing & Romanies’ project and has received
Heritage Lottery funding (under the “Hidden Histories” initiative)
called “Parallel Lives” which looks at the history of the Gypsy
community in the Southampton area.

The Clearwater Gypsies Reading, Writing and
Romanies project.
Funded by the Esmee Fairbairn Foundation this project is
designed in two parts.
Part 1 is for primary school children and involves taking a
waggon (Vardo) into schools to assist in explaining the life
and culture of Gypsies and Travellers.
Part 2 is for secondary schools where an open debate is
initiated about Gypsies and Travellers their lives and the issues
that affect them such as health education and planning.

We are working toward a diary of Gypsy and Traveller events
from January through to December, including International Roma
Day in April and Roma Gypsy Traveller History Month in June.
Please contact us if you are interested in joining in with the
heritage project work.
Training
We organised events for groups on the consultation for the new
proposed Planning Policy statement, which is to replace the
present circular 1/2006 Planning for Gypsy and Traveller Sites.
After pressure to Communities and Local Government a series
of oral hearings were arranged one of these at DGLG host office
in July.
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Working in the North East
Heritage funding has been applied for by the Society for the
Promotion and advancement of Romany Culture.
SPARC have also been successful in obtaining funding from the
Ministry of Justice’s Victim Witness Genernal Fund for a three
year project for the Tees Valley Area working with both the Gypsy
and Traveller community and the Criminal Justice System
agencies. The key objectives of the project are to support and
advise the victims and witnesses of hate crime and encourage
them to engage with criminal justice, to raise awareness of
the cultural differences in ways of life, which are barriers to
engagement and to develop partnership working in the interests
of diversity.
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Tales from the borders and the North East

Consultation
A list of documents that NFGLG has consulted on is on the
website. The National Planning Policy Framework is being
discussed by the newly formed National Planning Policy Group
on Gypsy and Traveller Issues, which will prepare discussion
papers for the Network and other groups, and ultimately it will be
brought to the attention of the All Parliamentary Group of Roma
Gypsy and Traveller issues.

Recycle!
Equipment into regions this last year.
Office filing cabinets to the South West SWGLG

Computer into the Midlands
Virus check and new battery for laptop in West
Midlands

Leicestershire and Lincolnshire Group members
at training day in Birmingham BVSC Centre

SPARC worked in conjunction with Derbyshire Gypsy
Liaison Group on their yearly calendar the 12th
Edition.

Working in partnership with the Ethnic Minority achievement
Service in Durham (EMTAS) we will be producing some exhibition
boards remembering the Holocaust. We have worked hard to
obtain some matched funding and volunteer man power and
we are looking to launch these in the North East in June 2012
for Roma Gypsy History
Month
alongside
SPARCs work.

Fax Phone to Gypsy Council in the South East for
Dale Farm work

Clearwater Gypsies ©

Working in the South East
Our excellent Development worker Adrian Jones secured a
total of just under £32,000 for group projects working out of this
region.

Aimed initially in the North East, East & West Midlands and the
East and West of England.
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Two NFGLG members and trustee Arthur Ivaats attend the
Education Stakeholder Group meetings with Lord Avebury, we
have assisted with the group School Funding Consultation and
also sent one in, in our own right at the time of going to press
we are also working on the Children’s Commissioners School
exclusion Call to Evidence.
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NFGLG is the

No Mad Laws Campaign
NFGLG sent a postcard to every MP Between
July and October with regard to the proposed
cuts on legal aid.

